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Chap. 149

CHAPTER 149

An Act to amend
The Justices of the Peace Act
Assented to December 4th, 1973
Session Prorogued March 5th, 1974

MAJESTY, by and with the advice and consent of the
H ERLegislative
Assembly of the Province of Ontario, enacts as
follows:
1. Subsection 2 of section 2 of The justices of the Peace Act , ~~~~cied
being chapter 231 of the Revised Statutes of Ontario, 1970,
is amended by striking out "the judge of the county or
district court" in the third and fourth lines and inserting
in lieu thereof "a provincial judge of the provincial courts
(criminal division)".
2. Sections 6 and 7 of the said Act are repealed and the follow- ~e~~nacted

ing substituted therefor:

~e1'ealed

Duties db y
. 6.-(1)
. , . A justice of the
. peace acting within his territorial ass1gne
1unsd1ct10n may exercise those powers and perform those chief judges
duties conferred or imposed upon a justice of the peace
by an Act of the Legislature or of the Parliament of Canada
or by a municipal by-law when so directed by the chief
judge of the provincial courts (criminal division) or the
chief judge of the provincial courts (family division), or by a
provincial judge designated by either of them.
(2) Subject to subsection 3, the chief judge of the pro-~~~ection
vincial courts (criminal division) or a provincial judge supervision
designated by him shall have general direction and supervision over the duties and sittings of justices of the peace.
(3) The chief judge of the provincial courts (family Idem
division) or a provincial judge designat ed b y him shall
have general direction and supervision over the dut ies and
sittings of justices of the peace in respect of matters pert aining to the business of the provincial court (family division).
3. The said Act is amended by adding theret o the following ~n~cted
section :
9.- (1) There shall be a Justices of the Peace Review ~i'~~~c~~ace
Council composed of,
~~~~ell
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(a) the chief judge of the provincial courts (criminal
division);
(b) the chief judge of the provincial courts (family

division); and
(c) the senior provincial judge for the county or
district concerned in the matter being considered
by the Council.
:lubstHutlon
In absence of
senior Judge

(2) The Attorney General may designate a provincial
judge in a county or district to act as a member of the Justices
of the Peace Review Council in the absence of the senior
provincial judge in the county or district.

F'unctions

(3) The functions of the Justices of the Peace Review
Council are,

of Council

(a) to review the conduct of and performance of
duties by justices of thc:> peace in the county or
district;
(b) to receive complaints respecting the misbehaviour
of or neglect of duty by justices of the peace in
the county or district or their inability to perform
their duties;

(c) to take such action to investigate complaints as
the Council considers advisable including the review
thereof with the justice of the peace where appropriate, and after giving the justice of the peace an
opportunity to be heard, to make such recommendations to the Attorney General with respect thereto
as it sees fit.
Suspensrnn
from dutiea

(4) Where an investigation of a complaint is undertaken
under clause c of subsection 3, the chief judge of the provincial courts (criminal division) or the chief judge of the
provincial courts (family division) may suspend the justice
of the peace from the performance of his duties until the
Attorney General otherwise directs.

Advising
Attorney
General

(5) The proceedings of the Justices of the Peace Review
Council shall not be public, but it may inform and advise
the Attorney General respecting matters that it has investigated or reviewed.

Powers

(6) For the purposes of an investigation under this
section, the Justices of the Peace Review Council has the
powers of a commission under Part II of The Public Inquiries
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Act, 1971, which Part applies to the investigation as if it
were an inquiry under that Act.
(7) No action or other proceeding for damages shall befr~~ection
instituted against the Justices of the Peace Review Council liability
or any member or officer thereof or any person acting under
its authority for any act done in good faith in the execution
or intended execution of its or his duty.
4. This Act comes into force on the 1st da"
of Januar"
1974.Commence.J
.J'
ment

5. This Act may be cited as The justices of the Peace Amend-Shorttitle
ment Act, 1973.

